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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 1,2026

Who Is in Charge? Federal Safety Concerns
Ignored as TC Energy Drills Ahead in Georgian
Bay

Meaford, Ontario June 1, 2026 — Just days after the Impact Assessment Agency
of Canada determined that the Ontario Pumped Storage Project requires a full
federal impact assessment, TC Energy has announced it will begin drilling
boreholes into the lakebed of Georgian Bay near a DND drinking water intake
serving army personnel, their families, and an on-base daycare at DND’s Army
Training Centre — Central (ATC-C, formerly 4 CDTC).

The federal decision reflects concerns raised by Indigenous communities,
government experts, and the public, and triggers a process that has yet to define
the full scope of required studies or safeguards. Despite this, TC Energy plans to
proceed with in-water drilling in June, before that process is underway.

Both the Department of National Defence and Health Canada have already raised
concerns about risks to the drinking water supply on the public IAAC record,
including uncertainty about how impacts will be studied or mitigated. DND stated
that the intake sits “in close proximity to the proposed intakes and dock” and that
the company “has not explicitly indicated how it will study or mitigate impacts to
4 CDTC's drinking water source.” Health Canada noted that the company'’s
containment design “has not been confirmed, as the project design has not yet
been finalized.”

This same company was penalized by the BC Environmental Assessment Office
and fined approximately $1.3 million for providing “false or misleading information”
and repeatedly failing to control sediment in waterways.

That project was subject to 59 warnings, 30 orders and 13 stop work orders due
to their failure to comply with environmental protection regulations, including
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During the IAAC public comment period, First Nations, residents, and government
agencies raised substantive concerns, including written submissions from
Hiawatha First Nation and Curve Lake First Nation citing inadequate consultation.

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada has now formally determined that the
project may cause adverse effects—effectively confirming that these risks are
real and credible. The next critical question—yet to be answered—is whether
those risks are likely to occur, a determination that falls to the Minister of National
Defence under Section 82 of the Impact Assessment Act.

No party on the public record has called for in-water work to proceed before the
Impact Assessment is complete. The only assurance that drinking water will not
be affected comes from TC Energy itself—the same company a regulator found
had supplied “false or misleading information” on sediment control.

DND has confirmed it has made no Ministerial Determination on whether the
project can be accommodated at 4 CDTC, and has stated that without the
permits required to relocate its own infrastructure, it ‘will not be able to
accommodate the project at 4 CDTC.

TC Energy appears to be ignoring that reality and is proceeding with drilling
regardless. Save Georgian Bay is asking ‘who is in charge here? Why is TC Energy
proceeding with in-water work before federal safety determinations have been
made?

“We are calling on the federal government to immediately halt TC Energy’s
drilling program until the Impact Assessment is complete and the Minister of
National Defence has made a Section 82 determination. Federal agencies
have already identified credible risks to drinking water and aquatic
ecosystems. Allowing in-water work to proceed before those risks are fully
assessed is not just premature—it reflects a troubling disregard for public
safety, environmental protection, and the federal review process,” said Tom
Buck, Director of Save Georgian Bay. *

Media Contact
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Phone: (248)321-3205 or WhatsApp

Additional Information:

Notice of Impact Assessment Decision with Reasons
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/166629

BC Environmental Assessment Office re: Coastal GasLink Fines and Infractions
(September 12, 2024):
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024ENVO043-001511

DND Federal Authority Advice Record (March 30, 2026):
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p89803/166364E.pdf

Health Canada Federal Authority Advice Record (April 2, 2026):
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p89803/166365E.pdf

Hiawatha First Nation IAAC submission (April 6, 2026):
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/89803/contributions/id/66310
Curve Lake First Nation IAAC submission (April 3, 2026):
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/89803/contributions/id/66309

About Save Georgian Bay

Save Georgian Bay is a growing association of residents, scientists, and
environmental advocates dedicated to protecting the ecological integrity of
Georgian Bay and surrounding communities.

In recognition of its leadership and public mobilization efforts, Save Georgian Bay received
Ontario Nature’'s 2024 Corporate Award for Conservation, an honour shared with some of

Ontario's most respected environmental organizations.

t 'SAVE
§§A$ !



Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

Our mailing address is:

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

2 INTUIT
mailchimp




