
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 
DOCUMENTS REVEAL CONCERNS FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT FROM TC ENERGY’S 
PROPOSED PUMPED STORAGE PROJECT



SUMMARY

Department of National Defence documents (obtained through an Access to Information process) show:

• Eight decades of live-fire weapons training has left the land contaminated by heavy metals and other toxins. 

• DND is concerned that disturbing the soil could expose the contamination to the surrounding air, land, and water, 
creating “large concerns for marine animals’ health and for any person drawing water from the bay for personal use.” 

• TC Energy had committed to undertaking the costs of remediating the contamination, however we now know that tax-
payers will be shouldering the costs of TC Energy’s project, so essentially it would be Ontario taxpayers paying for this 
remediation. 

• DND is concerned about TC Energy’s lack of experience dealing with UXO and that dealing with the UXO could add years 
to the project’s 10-year development and construction timeline.

• DND is concerned about potential impacts to Species-at-Risk (SAR), migratory birds, fish and fish habitat, water quality, 
and drainage.

• DND is concerned about potential impact to the surrounding community from the development of a large breakwall, 
noise pollution, and impacts to drainage causing erosion. 

• DND is concerned about the project’s potential impact/interruption to base operations. 
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